
 April Fools’ Day isn’t a 

religious holiday, though it 

may date to Pope Gregory 

XIII and his new calendar. In 

1582, he shifted New Year’s 

Day from April to January, 

and people who didn’t 

believe the change were called April 

fools. 

 April Fools’ Day may also be 

connected to the lightheartedness 

that comes with warmer weather, as 

well as to medieval Christian festivals 

that involved pranks, disguises and a 

temporary inverted social order. 

 Yet, in Scripture, such reversal 

characterizes the kingdom 

of God. In I Corinthians 

1:18-25, St. Paul writes that 

the gospel seems foolish to 

people who don’t know 

Christ, that God uses the 

“ fool ishness of  our 

proclamation” to offer salvation to all 

and that God’s foolishness is wiser 

than human wisdom. Jesus 

“foolishly” inverted the social order, 

saying the last will be first and the 

first, last. 

 So if on April 1—and every 

day—we live as “fools for Christ,” 

we’re precisely what he calls us to 

be! 
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 All God’s blessings go 

together, like links in a golden chain. 

If he gives converting grace, he will 

also give comforting grace. He will 

send “showers of blessing.” Look up 

today, O parched plant, and open 

thy leaves and flowers for a 

heavenly watering. 

                       —Charles H. Spurgeon 
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the absentee.  Nothing can substitute for old-
fashioned friendliness. 
4. Never push your church down in a position 
of less importance as compared with social 
engagements, secular meetings, or anything 
else.  There's no greater power for a church 
than that of members who quietly but 
emphatically PUT THE CHURCH FIRST. 

5. Never refuse an opportunity to SERVE.  Be 
willing to serve in any capacity you are requested.  
All service ranks the same with God. 
6. ATTEND CHURCH EVERY SUNDAY. 
 
We are the greatest public relations tool the church 
has! Check out #6 again, and I will see you in 
church this Sunday! 
 
                                        In His Grip, 

Since the church began in the Book of 
Acts, there has been one indispensable 
method for making the church great – 
the actions of her members. More 
important than the preaching, the 
programs, the music, etc., are our 
actions and conversations. 
Following is a list of six things Dr. Tom 
Cheyney shared that each of us need to put into 
practice at every opportunity.  
 
1. Never allow a day to pass without taking time to 
PRAY for your church and its projects. 
2. Never speak with anyone without saying a 
word of PRAISE for your church and pastor.  The 
criticism will be spoken loud and often; see that the 
praise is louder. 
3. Never fail to show FRIENDLINESS to everyone in 
the church services, especially to the newcomer, 
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WHAT IF …….  

MAKING YOUR CHURCH GREAT 

The Bible tells us to “cast all our cares upon him for he cares for you” (I Peter 5:7). Shortly after reading this, I 

had to call a company with a certain problem and got an automated voice with a myriad of suggestions. 

Then I thought, “Wow, what if God used an answering machine service? What if God decided to install 

voice mail?” Imagine praying and then hearing this: 

 “Thank you for calling Many Mansions. Please select one of the following options:  

Press 1 for requests. 

Press 2 for thanksgiving. 

Press 3 for complaints. 

Press 4 for all other inquiries.” 

 What is God used the familiar excuse—”I’m sorry, all of our angels are busy helping other people 

right now. However, your prayer is important to us and will be answered in the order it was received. Please 

stay on the line.” 

 Wow! That would be awful, wouldn’t it? What if you heard—”Our computers show that you have 

already prayed once today. Please hang up and try again tomorrow.” 

 How about—”This office is closed for the weekend, please call during normal business hours,” or —

We are closed to observe a religious holiday. Please pray again tomorrow after 9:30 am. If you need 

emergency assistance when this office is closed, please contact your local pastor.” 

 That would be fine, but the pastor probably has voice mail, too!!! 

 Oh, well . . . Fortunately God is available 24 hours a day. Isn’t that wonderful? 

        —Timothy Merrill (Home Touch) 
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 Look for the correct 

answer & Scripture in the 

May newsletter. 

 

 The answer to the 

March Bible Quiz is D. 

(See Matthew 27:41-42) 

homemade fixins’. The popcorn machine was kept 
busy and ice cream from Papa Robb’s was 
consumed by the galloons. Signs were everywhere 
announcing that both of the churches were giving 
away free food. Along with the food came an 
invitation to join in worship. Cards with the 
church’s name along with a miniature cross was 
also given away.  
 The children 
went home, also, with 
a small prize just 
because they are 
loved! 
 Several more 
events such as this 
one are  planned for 
the coming months. 

 The Saturday before 
Easter, Eva Drive Baptist 
Church and Poplar Grove 
Baptist Church met at Papa 
Robb’s corner for a special 
time of fun and fellowship. 
 A large crowd soon 
covered the picnic tables 
and game area. 
 Among the activities 

enjoyed by the kids were  the bouncy houses  and 
a number of tossing games with eggs, no least. The 
clown juggled and kept the kids entertained. 
 Storytime was held more than once for the 
kids. They received candy bags, as well. All of the 
crowd enjoyed the grilled hot dogs with all the 

 I, Saul –A Murderer who would change the 

World—is the book for review this month. This hardback 

book is available from the church media library. 

 The world is turned upside down. Israel is 

aflame with passion. Rome is burning and a 

murdered-turned-apostle is chained in prison, 

desperate to share the Gospel one last time. 

 Two thousand years later, a young  

modern-day seminary professor travels the globe 

to save his best friend’s life and is drawn into a 

search for that ancient prisoner’s secret memoirs 

which may have fallen into the wrong hands. 

 I, Saul by Jerry B. Jenkins transports you from 

the first century world of Saul (Paul), Luke, Timothy, and 

Mark to the life of a present-day professor who learns 
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Bible quiz 

Spring fling 

Media menu 

 What was the name of Esther’s 

cousin who raised her after her parents 

died? 

A. Hegai 

B. Haman 

C. Mordecai 

D. Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes) 

first-hand that God can turn anyone’s life around. 

 Augustine Knox, the professor, is drawn into a 

deadly race to save priceless parchments from 

antiquities thieves and discovers a two-thousand-year-

old connection with another who faced death for 

the sake of the truth. I, Saul consists of two 

riveting adventures in one, transporting you 

between the stories of Augustine Knox and Saul 

of Tarsus.  

 Travel from present-day Texas to a dank 

Roman dungeon in A.D. 67, then down the dusty 

roads of ancient Israel, Asia, and back to Rome. 

 Jerry B. Jenkins novels have sold more than 70 

million copies, including the phenomenal mega-best-

selling Left Behind series. Twenty of his books have 

reached  the New York Times best-seller list. 
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Jews celebrated their 

national holidays, such as 

Passover and Yom Kippur. 

 “But we atheists,“ 

he said, “have no 

recognized national 

holidays. It’s unfair discrimination.” 

 His friend replied, “Why don’t you 

celebrate April first?” 

 

 

The fool says in his heart, “There is 

no God.” 

  Psalm 14:1 

 Today as I write this article, the sky is blue, 

the sun is shinning with no chance of bad 

weather. It is finally warm at last. There may be 

more cold days in the future but right now, it feels 

wonderful! When we think 

of Spring and the Easter 

season we  celebrate each 

year  and all the pleasant 

days ahead, it makes us very 

happy. 

 But I discovered 

there are a group of people 

who are not very happy at 

all!  

 A n  a t h e i s t 

complained to a friend because Christians had their 

special holidays, such as Christmas and Easter; the 
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