
 He who fritters away the 

early morning, its opportunities and 

freshness, in other pursuits than 

seeking God will make poor 

headway seeking him the rest of the 

day. If God is not first in our thoughts 

and efforts in the morning, he will be 

in the last place the remainder of the 

day. 

     —E.M. Bounds 

  & before . . .  
             all else fails . . .  

 In Too busy Not to Pray, Bill 

Hybels cites reasons that prayers may 

s e e m  t o  g o  u n a n s w e r e d 

(unconfessed sin, selfishness and so 

on). The most common cause, 

though, is prayerlessness: 

 “People often tell me how 

t h e y  h a v e 

a t t e m p t e d  t o 

address a pressing 

n e e d , ”  H y b e l s 

writes. “They have 

gone to counselors, 

read self-help books, claimed biblical 

promises, practiced self-discipline, 

confided in Christian friends, 

practiced assertiveness or submission 

or self-denial or positive thinking, 

even read books about prayer—and 

their need is still not met.” But when 

asked if they’ve prayed “fervently and 

regularly” about the matter, the 

answer is usually no. 

 James 4:2 says, “You do not 

have because you do not ask God.” 

So instead of thinking “When all else 

fails, pray,” try this: Pray before all 

else fails.” 
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 What does it mean to 

believe in the sanctity of life? 

Because people are made in 

God’s image (Genesis 1:26), 

human life has an inherently 

sacred attribute that should be 

protected and respected at all times. 

 Humanity was created in God’s 

 image, but sin has corrupted that image. 
Since God created us in His image, we 
are set apart. Although that image has 
been marred by sin, His image is still  
present in humanity. We are like God, 
and that likeness means that human life 
is always to be treated with dignity,  
holiness and respect. 

 Each month, a local pregnancy 
center receives a donation from PGBC. 
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May you remember to say "I love 
you" at least once a day to your 
spouse, your child, and your parent
(s). You can say it to your secretary, 
your nurse, your butcher, your 
photographer, your masseuse, your 
seamstress, your hairdresser or your 
tennis instructor, but not with a 
"twinkle" in your eye. 

May we live as God intended, in a world at 
peace with the awareness of the beauty in 
every sunset, every flower's unfolding petals, 
every baby's smile and every wonderful, 
astonishing, miraculous beat of our heart. 

May God bless you with happiness, great 
health, peace, and much love during the next 
year and all those that follow. 

 

What an awesome list! I want to add one thing 
to this list for each of you for 2016… 

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Romans 15:13 

 

   In His Grip, 

I found this anonymous list of 
wishes for the new year: 
 
May your hair, your teeth, your face
-lift, your abs, and your stocks not 
fall; and may your blood pressure, 
your triglycerides, your cholesterol, 
your white blood count and your 
mortgage interest not rise. 

May you get a clean bill of health from your 
dentist, your cardiologist, your 
gastroenterologist, your urologist, your 
proctologist, your podiatrist, your psychiatrist, 
your plumber, and the IRS. 

May you find a way to travel from anywhere 
to anywhere during rush hour in less than an 
hour, and when you get there may you find a 
parking space. 

May December 31 find you seated around the 
dinner table, together with your beloved 
family and cherished friends, ushering in the 
New Year ahead. You will find the food better, 
the environment quieter, the cost much 
cheaper, and the pleasure much more fulfilling 
than anything else you might ordinarily do 
that night. 

May you have the strength to go through a 
year of presidential campaigning, and may 
some of the promises made be kept. May you 
believe at least half of what the candidates 
propose, and may those elected fulfill at least 
half of what they promise, and the miracle of 
reducing taxes and balancing budgets 
happen. 

May what you see in the mirror delight you, 
and what others see in you delight them.  

May the telemarketers wait to make their sales 
calls until you finish dinner, may your 
checkbook and your budget balance, and may 
they include generous amounts for your 
church and charities. 
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New year’s wishes 
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E. All of the above. 

F. B and D. 

Correct answer in February’s newsletter. 

 The correct answer to the Bible Quiz in the 

December newsletter is A and C. (See Luke 2:1-2) 

 Did Mary actually ride on a donkey? Don’t 

know, only a legend that she did. This is not told to 

us in the Scriptures. 

Him, every day is holy—even if it 
lacks a holiday, pseudo or 
otherwise. “This is the day that 
the LORD has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in 
it.”   (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Remember to get your 2016 
calendar now available from 
the church and mark all the 
worship times here at Poplar 
Grove Baptist Church! 

 On your new calendar, be sure 
to mark important dates such as 
National Drinking Straw Day (January 
3), National Artichoke Hearts Day 
(March 16) and National Crouton Day 
(May 13). Those pseudo-holidays are 
now catalogued as part of the National 
Day Calendar, a venture by a North 
Dakota business man. 
 For a fee starting at $1,500 
anyone can register a national day or 
even give one as a gift. Special-interest 
groups are discovering that national 
days are great for marketing. 
 Throughout the Bible, God 
instructs people to set aside special 
days for rest and remembrance. Yet to 

 Sheba journeyed across the desert with a 

caravan of riches, only to find the greatest treasure 

of them all! 

 When it comes to famous queens of the 

Bible, we know the good one, Queen Esther, and 

the bad one, Queen Jezebel. Now meet the wise 

one, the queen of Sheba, who traveled to 

Jerusalem to test  the mind and heart of a king. 

 Her quest for wisdom will surprise you, 

inspire you, change you. This wealthy royal from 

antiquity will show you how to live boldly, seek 

after truth, ask the right questions, encourage 

others, receive graciously, and honor the Lord 
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Bible quiz 
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 According to the Gospel of John, which 

disciples led others to Jesus, and whom did they 

heal? 

A. Matthew led Judas. 

B. Andrew led Simon Peter. 

C. James led John. 

D. Philip led Nathanael. 

above all. 

 Shedding new light on this 

ancient Biblical role model, Liz 

Curtis Higgs unveils timeless wisdom for all who 

aspire to please the King of kings. 

 Not only the author of more than thirty 

books with over 4.5 million copies in print, Liz has 

spoken at more than seventeen hundred women’s 

conferences around the world. Liz has one goal; to 

help women embrace the grace of God with joy 

and abandon.  

Don’t miss reading, It’s Good to be Queen 
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bigger vision does 

God have for you? This year, take specific steps 

toward living this out. 

 Ask questions. What gets you excited—even 

passionate? What issues or situations break your 

heart? What are you good at? Resolve to use a 

talent or something you enjoy to help heal 

hurts. 

 Balance history with innovation. Honor your 

past as God’s gift that makes you who you are, 

but  be open to change. Dare to step out in faith 

for the sake of your life’s mission. Try something 

new in the spirit of the God who’s always doing 

a new thing. (Isaiah 43:19; Revelation 21:5) 

 The best way to revitalize a church might be 

to revitalize the lives of its individual members! 

In a couple of months, I promise to let you know 

how my resolutions are coming along!  

Have a very happy, prosperous, and wonderful  

New Year! 

 It’s that time of the year again! Time to make 

New Year resolutions, keep them a time or two and 

then forget all about them. Do you remember what 

resolution you made about this time last year? Well, 

I didn’t, so I looked back at  the 2015 January 

newsletter, hoping I would find some kind of notion 

what it might be; what I might have written about 

to you. I found the newsletter all right but I didn’t 

actually specify my resolution but it jogged my 

memory. I realized I haven’t kept it too well. My 

article was actually about all of us resolving to listen, 

to be attuned to other people, to pay attention. 

 This New Year’s resolution is for the church: 

RESOLVE TO REVITALIZE 

 Church revitalization is a hot topic, and ideas 

for congregations can bring fresh energy and 

meaning to personal and family life, too. Consider 

the following tips: 

 Have a clear vision. It’s easy to go along day to 

day without considering what you’re moving 

toward. Beyond the everyday routine, what 
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