
 This teenager lived alone with 

his mother, and the two of them had a 

very special relationship. Even though 

the son was always on the bench, his 

mother was always in the stands 

cheering. She never missed a game. This 

young man was still the smallest of the 

class when he entered high school. But 

his mother continued to encourage him 

but also made it clear that he did not 

have to play football if he didn’t want to. 

But the young man loved football and 

decided to hang in there. 

 He was determined to try his 

best at every practice, and perhaps he’d 

get to play when he became a senior. All 

through high school he never missed a 

practice nor a game, but remained a 

bench warmer all four years. His faithful 

mother was always in the stands, always 

with word of encouragement for him. 

 When the young man went to 

college, he decided to try out for the 

football team as a “walk-on.” Everyone 

was sure he could never make the cut, 

but he did. The coach admitted that he 

kept him on the roster because he 

always put his heart and soul into every 

practice, and at the same time, provided 

the other members with the spirit and 

hustle they badly needed. The news that 

he survived the cut thrilled him so much 

that he rushed to the nearest phone to 

call his mother. His mother shared his 

excitement and was sent season tickets 

for all the college games. This persistent 

young athlete never missed practice 

during his four years at college, but he 

never got to play a game. It was the end 

of his senior football season and as he 

trotted onto the practice field shortly 

before the big playoff game, the coach 

met him with a telegram. The young 

man read the telegram and he became 

deathly silent. Swallowing hard, he 

mumbled to the coach, “My mother died 

this morning. Is it all right if I miss 

practice today?’ 

 The coach put his arm gently 

around his shoulder and said, “Take the 

rest of the week off, son. And don’t even 

plan to come back to the game on 

Saturday. 

 Saturday arrived, and the game 

was not going well. In the third quarter, 

when the team was ten points behind, a 

silent young man quietly slipped into the 

locker room and put on his football gear. 

As he ran onto the sidelines, the coach 

and his players were astounded to see 

their faithful teammate back so soon. 

“Coach, please let me play. I’ve just got to 

play today,” said the young man. The 

coach pretended not to hear him. There 

was no way he wanted his worst player 

in this close playoff game. But the young 

man persisted, and finally feeling sorry 

for the kid, the coach gave in. 

 “All right,” he said. “You can go 

in.” Before long, the coach the players 

and everyone in the stands could not 

believe their eyes. This little unknown,  
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the aisle and I helped the old man 
stand up."  But he was too weak to 
walk. 
Doug said, "I took him in my arms and 
carried him like a baby and took him 
into the bathroom. Then I carried him 
back to his bed and laid him down. As I 
turned to leave he reached up and 
grabbed my face and pulled me close 

and kissed me on the cheek and said what I think 
was `Thank you.'" 
Doug said, "The next morning there were patients 
waiting when I awoke and they asked if they could 
read some of the books and tracts that I had 
brought. Others had questions about the God I 
worshiped and His only begotten Son who came 
into the world to die for their sins."  In the next few 
weeks Doug Nichols gave out all the literature that 
he had brought, and many of the doctors and 
nurses and patients in that sanitarium came to 
know Jesus Christ, too. 
He said, "Now what did I do? I didn't preach a 
sermon. I couldn't even communicate in their 
language. I didn't have a great lesson to teach 
them. I didn't have wonderful things to offer. All I 
did was take an old man to the bathroom and 
anyone can do that." 
 
     "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 
God; and everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God.  He who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love." (1 John 4:7-8) 
 
     What can you do to express the love of God to 
people around you today? 
 
 

Doug Nichols went to India to be a 
missionary, but just as he was just 
starting he became infected with 
tuberculosis and had to be put in a 
sanitarium.  It was not a very clean, 
good place to be. But Doug decided to 
do the best he could in that situation. 
So he took a bunch of Christian books 
and tracts and tried to share the gospel 
with the other patients. 
But when he tried to pass out the material, no one 
wanted them. He tried to talk with them, but he 
didn’t know their language, and he felt so 
discouraged.  It seemed like the work that he had 
been sent to do would not be done because no 
one would listen to him. 
Because of his tuberculosis, every night at about 2 
o'clock he would wake up with coughing that 
wouldn't quit. Then one night when he awoke he 
noticed an old man trying to get out of bed. The 
man would roll himself up into a little ball and 
teeter back and forth trying to get up the 
momentum to get up and stand on his feet. But he 
just couldn't do it. He was too weak.  Finally, after 
several attempts the old man laid back and wept. 
The next morning Doug understood why the man 
was weeping. He was trying to get up to go to the 
bathroom. His bed was a mess and there was a 
smell in the air.  The other patients made fun of the 
old man. The nurses came to clean up his bed and 
they weren't kind to him, either. In fact, one of 
them even slapped him in the face. Doug said that 
the old man just laid there and cried. 
Doug said, "That next night about 2 o'clock I 
started coughing again. I looked across the way 
and there was the old man trying to get out of bed 
once more. I really didn't want to do it, but 
somehow I managed to get up and I walked across 
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Beatitude in action 

SHOWING GOD’S LOVE 

 After a renowned career in academia, priest and author Henri Nouwen devoted his final years to 

living in community and caring for adults with severe developmental disabilities. A friend once asked 

Nouwen if it might make more sense to spend his remaining time writing. 

 “I am not giving up anything,” Nouwen answered. “It is I, not Adam (the man he helped with the 

most basic needs), who gets the main benefit from our friendship.” 

 Nouwen didn’t merely read Jesus’ beatitude “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 

mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) He lived it! 
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Correct answer in 

October’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

Answer C (See Genesis 30:19-21) was correct for 

the Bible Quiz in last month’s newsletter. 

 

 

Always Remember This: 
 

Somebody is very proud of you. 
Somebody is thinking of you. 

Somebody misses you. 
Somebody wants to talk to you. 

Somebody wants to be with you. 
Somebody hopes you are not in trouble. 

Somebody hopes everything turns out all right. 
Somebody wants you to be happy. 

Somebody can’t wait to see you. 
Somebody loves you for who you are. 

Somebody is glad that you are their friend. 
Somebody wants you to know they are there for you. 

Somebody needs your support. 
Somebody will cry when they read this. 

Somebody needs you to have faith in them. 

Somebody trusts you. 
Somebody hears a song that reminds them of you. 

who had never played before was doing everything 
right. The opposing team could not stop him. He ran, 
blocked and tackled like a star. His team began to 
triumph. The score was soon tied. In the closing seconds 
of the game, the kid intercepted a pass and ran all the 
way for the winning touchdown. The fans broke loose. 
His teammates hoisted him onto their shoulders. Such 
cheering you’ve never heard! 

 Finally, after the stands had emptied and the 
team had showered and left the locker room, the coach 
noticed the young man sitting quietly in the corner all 
alone. 
 The coach came to him and said, “Kid, I can’t 
believe it. You were fantastic. Tell me what got into you? 
How did you do it?” 
 The young man looked at the coach, with tears 
in his eyes and said, “Well you know my mom died, but 
did you know that my mom was blind?” The young man 

swallowed hard and forced a smile, “Mom came to all 
my games, but today was the first time she could see me 
play, and I wanted to show her I could do it!” 

 Two complete stories – 1 DVD - 

from Shelia Walsh’s Gigi, God’s Little 

Princess series will be featured this 

month in the Media/Library review. In 

recognition of the young people going 

back to school, the first is Gigi’s First Day 
of School , an eye-opening experience 

for this ever-confident princess! The 

neighbor kids learn NOT to fear 

everything they hear! Teaches courage 

P A G E  4  

Bible quiz 

Somebody, continued 

Media menu 

In  memorable  language in 

Revelation, God tells the church in 

Laodicea, “I am about to spit you out 

of my mouth,” because it is metaphorically —————

—————— (fill in the blank). 

A. Too hot 

B. Too cold 

C. Tasteless 

D. Lukewarm 

based on Deuteronomy 31:1.  

 The second story is Gigi’s 
Fishing Hole. The princess takes it 

upon herself to free the fish living in 

the pond! Mr. Spooner foils her 

plans and Gigi is determined to fight 

for justice. Teaches Godly living 

based on Psalm 25:4-5. 
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confident in himself and 

his abilities. 

If he lives with tolerance, 

he learns to be tolerant of 

others. 

If he lives with praise, he 

learns to be appreciative. 

I f  h e  l i ve s  w i th 

acceptance, he learns to 

love. 

If he lives with approval, he learns to like himself. 

If he lives with recognition, he learns that it is good 

to set goals for himself. 

If he lives with security, he learns to have faith in 

himself and in other people. 

 Going through some of the oldest books I 

have in the office, I came upon this one that has 

been here forever. Even though It may have been 

used before, I liked it so much, I wanted to share it 

with you again. 

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE 

If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 

If he lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 

If he lives with fear, he learns to be anxious and 

insecure. 

If he lives with pity, he learns to feel sorry for 

himself. 

If he lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. 

If he lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. 

If he lives with encouragement, he learns to be 
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