
 It is the first day of a new 

year! Here we are! 2017! Isn’t that 

amazing! 

 It is quite natural, isn’t it, to 

use annual milestones to assess 

whether we need to make any 

changes in the way we operate? 

January 1 is a good place to start. So 

what are you thinking about today? 

 We might want to consider 

giving Jesus just a little more 

attention this year. Let’s give Jesus a 

little more room. If we do, I believe 

that we’ll find our life will make more 

sense. With our spiritual priorities 

aligned with Jesus as the center, 

things will go smoother, that’s for 

sure. 

 Here’s a story: A father 

wanted to read the paper, but was 

being bothered by his little daughter, 

Vanessa. Finally, he tore a sheet out 

of a magazine, on which was printed 

the map of the world. Tearing it into 

small pieces, he gave it to Vanessa 

and said, “Go into the other room 

and see if you can put this together.” 

 After a few minutes, Vanessa 

returned and handed him the map 

correctly fitted together. The father 

was surprised and asked how she  

had finished so 

quickly. 

 “Oh,” she 

said, “on the 

other side of the 

paper was a 

picture of Jesus. 

When I got Jesus 

in his place, then the world came out 

all right.” 

 There’s a lot of truth in that 

little girl’s comment! Let’s get “Jesus 

in his place” this year. Let’s start 

today. When we do, the world will 

come out right. 

  —Timothy Merrill 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want you to be 
the central and guiding presence in 
my life in the coming year. Protect 
me from temptation. Help me to 
keep my focus on things which are 
worthy and honest. Thank you for 
walking with me each day of the 
year. In your name I pray. Amen. 

 

May this prayer be ours as we begin 

this new year. The article was taken 

from the material I send to the shut-

ins each week. It is most appropriate 

for all of us! 
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would you do differently? Did you grow 
in your relationship with Christ? How is 
your prayer life? How many people have 
you introduced to Christ? How is your 
family life? 

 
Father, once again I come asking 
forgiveness for the many times I've let 
you down. I pray that you will help me 
to learn from my mistakes -- to recognize 

the consequences of following my stubborn will, to 
realize the heartache you feel when I turn a deaf 
ear to you, to learn from my errors the need to 
follow your word more closely. I have made wrong 
decisions, but I pray that the experience of doing 
so will help me to develop the wisdom necessary to 
make better decisions in the future, as I strive to 
draw closer to you.  In Jesus' name, amen. 
 
      
  In His Grip, 
 
 

"Sir, What is the secret of your success?" 

a reporter asked a bank president. 

"Two words." 

"And, sir, what are they?" 

"Right decisions." 

"And how do you make right decisions?" 

"One word." 

"And, sir, what is that?" 

"Experience." 

"And how do you get experience?" 

"Two words." 

"And, sir, what are they?" 

"Wrong decisions." 

 

There is a lot of truth in that. Experience is "the best 
teacher."  Our experience in 2016 should help us to 
make better decisions 2017.  But are we willing to 

learn? 

As we wrap up 2016, it is a good time for some 
reflection. Looking back over the past year, what 
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“The wise may bring their learning”  

NEW YEAR’S WISDOM 

The wise may bring their learning, the rich may bring their wealth, 

And some may bring their greatness, and some bring strength and health; 

We, too, would bring our treasures to offer to the King; 

We have no wealth or learning; what shall we children bring? 

We’ll bring him hearts that love him; we bring him thankful praise, 

And young souls meekly striving to walk in holy ways; 

And these shall be the treasures we offer to the King, 

And these are the gifts that even the poorest child may bring. 

We’ll bring the little duties we have to do each day; 

We’ll try our best to please him, at home, at school, at play; 

And better are these treasures to offer to our King; 

Then richest gifts without them—yet these a child may bring. 

        —Anonymous 
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F. A fishing net 

G. All of the above 

 

Correct answer in the February newsletter. 

 

The December Bible Quiz answer was D. (See 

Matthew 2:1-12.) 

 

Kids all over town are hoping for a 
nice big snow so they will be out of 
school again. 
Parents might not agree with this 
idea but I’m hoping it snows, also! 
 
 
 

HAPPY  

HAPPY HAPPY  

NEW YEAR!!! 

 It’s okay to wear white well after 
Labor Day. 

 Simply hanging out in your front 
yard can be fun. 

 Accessories don’t have to be fancy 
or expensive.  

 We’re all made mostly of water. 

 You know you’ve “arrived” when a 
song is written about you. 

 So what if you’re a little bottom-
heavy? 

 Don’t get too much sun. 

 Sweating too much can be 
disastrous! 

 Chonda Pierce—the #1 selling female 

comedian of all time! Why not spend some of the 

winter days coming up with Chonda  laughing? 

Stayin” Alive . . . Laughing, Isn’t That Precious Fan 

Special Edition is a DVD you won’t soon forget. 

This special edition is all-new, feature-length special 

as Chonda looks back at her life before 

and after the filming of the DVD with 

stories and events she has never 

before shared with her fans!  

 Stayin’ Alive was a pivotal film 

in Chonda’s career as she tells all her 

fans how she ended up in the hospital 
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Bible quiz 

Lessons from a snowman 

Media menu 

 In Matthew 13, to what does Jesus 

compare the kingdom of heaven? 

A. A farmer sowing seed 

B. A mustard seed 

C. Yeast 

D. Hidden treasure 

E. A merchant who finds a pearl 
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battling a crippling depression. As she tells her 

story, in a way only Chonda can, it becomes ours 

as we relate to the trials, disappointments and 

tragedies in our own life and find the peace only a 

relationship with Christ can bring. 

 The church library also has numerous 

other DVDs featuring Chonda who is certified 

the top-selling female comedian in history! 

 For someone who is shut-in  or has time 

on their hands, this is a delightfully way to pass 

some entertaining hours. Any materials from 

the church library can be delivered to you 

without charge. What have you got to lose? 



3476 Poplar Tent Road, NW 
Concord, NC 28027 

You are not obligated to complete the work, but 

neither are you free to abandon it.” In this new 

year, may we be undaunted in doing what we can. 

It might now seem like much, but things aren’t 

always what they seem. 

 

 

 

 

 It is with Christians as with burning coals. If 

these are scattered apart, one after the other, they 

are easily extinguished. But, when collected 

together, the fire of one preserves that of the other, 

and the glowing coals often ignite others that lie 

near. 

                                    —August Francke 

 The year just past was wracked with 

violence, racism and political rancor. We long to fix 

these problems, but how? We may feel as 

frustrated as the church board member who 

spouted, “We’ve already tried prayer. It didn’t 

work!” 

 Those words might resonate today, yet 

things aren’t always what they seem. We can’t see 

God behind the scenes crafting a new reality, but 

Scripture promises it. And though our prayers 

won’t undo earthly death, they surround the 

grieving with strength and love. We can’t “solve” 

sin, but our prayers can bring communities 

together and spur us to look out for one another. 

 The Jewish Talmud states, “Do not be 

daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief. Do 

justly now. Love mercy now. Walk humbly now. 
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