
 Christmas can be a difficult 

time for people who are hurting or 

grieving. In the 1860s, poet Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow had reason 

to despair: America was at war with 

itself, his son was severely wounded 

in battle and his wife 

died in a fire. The first 

Christmas after his 

w i f e ’ s  d e a t h , 

Longfellow wrote, 

“How inexpressibly 

sad are all holidays.” 

 Three years  later ,  on 

Christmas Day 1864, Longfellow 

penned a poem that later became 

the song, “I Heard the Bells on 
Christmas Day.” The lyrics move from 

despair to hope—and, thanks to 

Jesus, so can we. 

And in despair I bowed my head. 

There is no peace on earth, I said! 

For hate is strong, and mocks the 

song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and 

deep: 

God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to 

men! 
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them to the women of China!" she 
wrote.  "As it is, I can only beg that 
other women, and many of them, be 
sent as missionaries." 

As she neared the end of her 40 years 
of missionary service in China, the 
Chinese people were facing starvation 

due to a horrible famine. Because of 
tremendous love for the people, she began 
giving them her own food and she began to 
starve with them.  When she finally left China 
at age 72, she was too weak for the ocean 
journey home to Virginia.  She died Christmas 
Eve of 1912 on board a ship in a Japanese 
harbor. 

In 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
was established in the honor of a woman who 
simply gave everything she had to give - soul, 
mind and strength for the people she served 
and the God she loved. This Christmas season, 
as we collect for the Lottie Moon offering, 
please consider - Lottie gave her all, what gift 
will you bring to the Christ child? 

Help us reach our goal and be a part of 
making this Christmas special for one of our 
foreign missionaries. 

 National Goal: $155 million 

 

 

      
  In His Service, 

Every Christmas season Southern 
Baptist churches collect for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. This special 
offering is named for "the little giant" 
of Southern Baptist foreign missions – 
Miss Lottie Moon. She was a woman 
who even though she was less than 
five feet tall, she became a giant 
among Baptists because of her servant's heart. 

In 1873 Lottie Moon became one of the first 
single women missionaries appointed by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  In a little over 
forty years she gained the respect and love of 
people in her corner of north China.  "I would 
that I had a thousand lives that I might give 
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Advent traditions 

Meet Lottie Moon 

 “The way you celebrate Christmas can 

be a gift in itself,” said Fred Rogers, “handing 

traditions that will give your child a feeling of 

continuity, comfort and joy in all the 

Christmases to come. “ In American homes, 

common Advent traditions include wreaths, 

calendars and logs. Did you know about these 

European traditions? 

 In Normandy, children used to set fires in 

fields during Advent. The flames killed 

caterpillar eggs and drove away rodents. 

The tradition reflected good conquering 

evil, just as God’s perfect Son rescues us 

from sin. 

 On December 13, Scandinavian countries 

honor Saint Lucy (or Lucia), a third-century 

martyr who, according to legend, brought 

food to people in the catacombs during 

winter. For light—and to be able to carry as 

much food as possible—she wore a wreath 

of candles on her head. On St. Lucy’s Day, 

the oldest daughter gets up early and 

brings sweet rolls to family members. The 

tradition reminds Christians that Jesus is a 

gift of light and love for our dark world. 
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 The correct answer to the November Bible 
Quiz was  B. (See Psalm 103:2) 
 
 Look in the January 2017 newsletter to find 
the answer 
to this 
m o n t h ’ s 
quiz. 

 

 Have you ever really stopped and 

thought  what it would be like if in a  little 

unimportant town  in the Middle East so 

many years ago that a miracle would not have 

happened? That it would just have been another 

ordinary night like every other night?  That a 

brilliant star had not shone in the sky, that angels 

didn’t appear, announce and then sing to the 

lowest of all persons, the shepherds? Why was this 

night so different? Why was this night so special? 

 The book, Because of Bethlehem is written 

by Max Lucado,  a gifted minister and bestselling 

author for more than twenty years. 

 Lucado admits to loving Christmas. The 
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Bible quiz 
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 How many wise men 

followed a star to Bethlehem to 

worship Jesus? 

A. two 

B. three 

C. four 

D. We don’t know because the Bible doesn’t say. 

carols and cookies, the decorations and favorite 

films, the warmth and generosity of the season. But 

most of all, he loves it because it’s during this time 

of year that people will wonder and inquire about 

the baby born in the manger. This little baby 

became the King on the cross. Christmas proclaims 

the truth of Easter to come. 

 Join with Max in this lively, heart-warming 

celebration of all things Christmas. Because of 
Bethlehem features stories both insightful and 

whimsical. On every page, Max’s words will 

encourage, captivate and inspire you, but most 

importantly, they’ll point you towards the One 

worth celebrating. Because of Bethlehem: Love is 

Born, Hope is Here! 
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Jesus allows us to simply drop the 

false security we have been 

grasping so tightly, and learn to 

trust and cling to Him instead.” 

 

GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE. 

Romans 1:7 

 

Poplar Grove Baptist Church 

extends best wishes to all of you for 

a happy and safe holiday season. 

May we always remember why we 

celebrate—our Lord and Savior 

came into this world just for us! 

Merry Christmas! 

Where’s Your Security? 

 When A Charlie Brown Christmas  
debuted in 1965, religious references were 

unheard of on television. Yet the show’s 

climax features the Christmas story 

verbatim. As Linus begins reciting Luke 2, 

he’s clutching his ever-present blue 

blanket. Yet, as pastor Jason Soroski points 

out, Linus drops it right as he utters the 

words “fear not” (Luke 2:10). 

 Soroski believes the timing is 

intentional and the “Peanuts” creator 

Charles M. Schutz sends a simple, brilliant 

message. “The birth of Jesus separates us 

from our fears,” Soroski writes. It “frees us 

from the habits we are unable (or 

unwilling) to break ourselves. The birth of 

Carol’s corner 
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