
 Sunday School began in 

England as early as 1751. Better 

known is Robert Raikes’ work in 

Gloucester 30 years later. Concerned 

about poor children who worked in 

factories six days a week and often 

turned to crime, he offered classes on 

the only day kids were free. Soon 

various organizations offered a loose 

network of such Sunday schools, 

which taught basis reading and 

writing, using the Bible as a text. 

 Ten years later, Samuel Slater 

started the first U.S. Sunday school in 

his Rhode Island textile mills. By the 

m i d - 1 8 0 0 s ,  S u n d a y  s c h o o l 

attendance was an almost-universal 

childhood experience. As society 

became more secular and public 

education was mandated by the 

1870s, Sunday schools focused on 

spiritual practices: prayers, hymns, 

catechism knowledge and Scripture 

memorization. 

 Well into the 20th century, 

Sunday school served as the church’s 

main outreach tool. Many adults 

fondly remember their teachers and 

lessons, and Sunday school 

continues to play a significant part in 

faith development. 

Volume Issue 

August 1, 2017 

POPLAR GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 A new school year promises 

new adventures, challenges and 

friends—as well as new classes, 

homework and lessons. But the 

most important (and simplest) lesson 

we can learn is summed up by 19th-

century hymn writer Jane Eliza 

Leeson: 

 Savior, teach me day by day 
 Love’s sweet lesson to obey, 
 Sweeter lesson cannot be, 
 Loving him who first loved      
    me. 
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"Would you do it again?" "No." 
 
 "Why did you do it?"  And I love this 
response.  He said, "Because you can't 
j u s t  s i t  t h e r e . " 
 
What Walters did was not a very 
smart thing to do.  But wouldn’t it be 
great if more Christians had the 
attitude that we need to do 

something -- "because you can't just sit there!" 
There is so much to do for the kingdom of 
God…and something for everyone to do! 
So, what are you accomplishing for the 
Lord?  What are you doing?  The Lord doesn't 
demand the spectacular, but he does expect 
something.  What are we doing?  We're not 
truly living Christian lives unless we're doing 
the work of Christ.  We don't just need to 
k n o w ;  w e  n e e d  t o  d o . 
 
"That you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, 
fully pleasing him, being fruitful in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of 
G o d . "  ( C o l o s s i a n s  1 : 1 0 ) 
 
   In His Service, 

You may have heard the story of 
“Lawnchair Larry.” Back in 1982, 
Larry decided he wanted to see his 
neighborhood from a new 
perspective.  He went to the army 
surplus store and bought forty-five 
used weather balloons. Then he 
strapped himself into a lawn chair 
while several of his friends attached 
the helium-filled balloons.  He took 
along a six-pack of beer, a peanut-butter-and-
jelly sandwich, and a BB gun, figuring he could 
shoot the balloons one at a time when he was 
r e a d y  t o  l a n d . 
“Lawnchair Larry” thought the balloons would 
lift him about 100 feet in the air. But he was 
shocked when the chair went more than 
11,000 feet into the sky – right in the middle of 
the air traffic pattern at Los Angeles 
International Airport. Too frightened to shoot 
any of the balloons, he stayed airborne for 
more than two hours, forcing the airport to 
shut down its runways for much of the 
afternoon, causing long delays in flights from 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y . 
Soon after he was safely grounded and cited 
by the police, reporters asked him three 
q u e s t i o n s : 
 
" W e r e  y o u  s c a r e d ? "  " Y e s . " 

P A G E  2  

A new church year begins in september 

DO SOMETHING! 

 After reading the above article submitted by our pastor and when the nominating 

committee is already preparing for the new year, we must all stop and realize that just a few 

people can’t do everything! It takes every person in the church to be willing to do something. 

There are numerous positions in the church to be filled and who knows, there might just be a 

perfect one for you. So you just know you couldn’t possibly do some of the church things because 

you don’t feel qualified. So what? Remember, God doesn’t just call the qualified. He qualifies those 

He calls. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Psalm 124:8 
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 T h e  c o r r e c t 

answer will be in next 

month’s newsletter. 

 

 

The answer to July’s Bible Quiz 

was A. (See Judges 6:ll) 

 Each year the Baptist Sharing House 
collects school supplies for the families in need. 
Requested items include: 
Book bags, Crayons (24 count),  
Washable magic markers 
Marble composition books, Glue sticks 
Pencil zipper pouches, Children’s scissors 
Loose leaf paper, 3 ring binders 
Twin pocket folders, Ball point pens  
Yellow highlighters 

Collection dates: June—August 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 

8:-00 am—11:00 am 
117 Peachtree Avenue, Concord 

Or you may bring supplies to church and they will 
be delivered. 

 H o m e c o m i n g  C e l e b r a t i o n  
 Sunday, August 6 is the observance of 
Poplar Grove Baptist Church’s 69th anniversary. 
The church was founded in 1948 with Shuford 
Turner as the first pastor. 
 

Trinity Quartet 
Sunday, September 17 @10:30 AM 

Tenor: Vernon Simmons 
Lead: Michael Toney 
Baritone: Darrell Overman 
Bass: Christopher Slaydon 
 Trinity quartet has sung on stage and 
opened the Lexington BQ festival with God Bless 
America for the last 7 years. They have won 
numerous awards. Join us in the PGBC morning 
service for this treat. 

 We all pray . . . some. We pray 

to stay sober, centered, or solvent. 

When the lump is deemed malignant. 

When the money runs out before the month does. 

When the marriage is falling apart. We pray. 

 But wouldn’t we like to pray . . . More? 

Better? Stronger? With more fire, faith, and 

fervency? 

 Yet we have kids to feed, bills to pay, 

deadlines to meet. The calendar pounces on our 

good intentions like a tiger on a rabbit. And what 
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Bible quiz 

Upcoming events 

Media menu 

 Jacob had two wives, 

two concubines (his wives’ 

maids), 12 sons and one 

daughter. Who gave birth to 

the daughter, Dinah? 

A. Zilpah 

B. Bilhah 

C. Leah 

D. Rachel 

about our checkered history with prayer? 

Uncertain words. Unmet expectations. 

Unanswered requests. 

 We aren’t the first to struggle with prayer. 

The first followers of Jesus needed prayer guidance 

too. In fact, prayer is the only tutorial they ever 

requested. 

 Jesus gave them a prayer. Not the doctrine 

of prayer. He gave them a quotable, repeatable, 

portable prayer. Couldn’t we use the same? 

 Join Max Lucado on a journey in his book, 

Before Amen. 
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Loves you for who you are 

Makes a difference in your life 

Never judges 

Offers support 

Picks you up 

Quiets your fears 

Raises your spirits 

Says nice things about you 

Tells you the truth when you need to hear it 

Understands you 

Values you 

Walks beside you 

Xplains things you don’t understand 

Yells when you won’t listen 

Zaps you back to reality 

THE 

 

                                             OF FRIENDSHIP 

A friend: 

Accepts you as you are 

Believes in you 

Calls you just to say “Hi” 

Doesn’t give up on you 

Enjoys every bit of you (even the unfinished parts) 

Forgives your mistakes 

Gives unconditionally 

Helps you 

Invites you over 

Joins you, even during hard times 

Keeps you close at heart 

Carol’s corner 
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